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DO I NOW NEED A CARNET? AND WHY? 

 

Q: Do I need one when moving equipment as defined below between the UK and the 
Schengen area across the Schengen area border? As either a UK citizen visiting the EU or an 
EU citizen visiting the UK 
A: Yes! 

Q: Will I need to show this at each border inside the EU? 
A: No, unless in exceptional situations where an internal border has been closed and thus 
controlled. All of Schengen is normally without border control, except for Switzerland, 
Norway and Liechtenstein and some other states who only apply part of the Schengen 
provisions; they may require sight of your carnet. 

Q: What is a Carnet? 
A: Carnet is a "passport for goods" (NOT MERCHANDISE FOR SALE) 
If you are moving professional equipment (such as musical instruments, backline, 
video/photographic equipment, exhibition goods) between UK and EU on a temporary basis 
(for a concert tour, for example), you will need to declare them to Customs using an ATA 
Carnet. This document acts as a passport for the goods, enabling you to import and re-export 
them without payment of duty or VAT. 
 
The Carnet consists of a booklet of vouchers and counterfoils which is presented to Customs 
at each border, enabling you to declare your goods for duty-free and VAT-free entry and exit. 
After use, the Carnet must be returned for discharge by the Chamber of Commerce by which 
it was issued, whether in an EU country or the UK. 
 
Please remember you can use your ATA carnet anywhere in the world where one is required. 
There are, in theory, certain exemptions in place for low-value musical instruments, but these 
have not yet been formalised or tested; for now, the safe option is to use a Carnet regardless 
of the value of the goods. NB: this is untested and NOT in law; it's a question of custom and 
practice and decisions depending on the individual customs officers you may encounter it is 
neither tested or in official guidance at the moment (we will publish any official guidance 
once we are aware of it!) 
 



Duplicate lists 

Duplicate list procedure can be used to declare goods out of UK and back in again if you're 
going to a non-ATA territory, such as Georgia. It doesn't have any validity for importation 
to/re-exportation from other countries; you still have to declare goods in and out thereof 
using whatever temporary import procedure (and associated security deposit) is required by 
your destination territory. For the EU and other ATA territories, that procedure is operation 
of an ATA Carnet. 

 
An ATA Carnet is effectively a duplicate list (from/to UK) AND a temporary import/re-export 
mechanism (to/from other territories), including the security guarantee required by the 
destination territories; a duplicate list on its own has no security component, and therefore 
no function or validity anywhere except UK. 


